
oRp!NANCE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNGIL OF THE CITY OF CHIGAGO:

SECTION l. Chapter 10-20 of the Municipal Code of Chicago is hereby amended by

inserting new section 10-20-390, by deleting the language struck through and by inserting the
language underscored, as follows:

I 0-20-390 Definitions.
For purposes of this article, the following definitions shall apply:
'Commercialdrivewav" means any Class B driveway as specified in section 10-20-420 of

this Code.
"Commissionef means the city's commissioner of transportation.
"Director" meAfrs the citv's director of revenue.
"Long-tçrm leaseholde/' means a person holding a lease. with a minimum term of (10)

vears, for a propeñy to which a drivewav is connected or to be connected.

I 0-20-400 Supervision.
The authorization for, and issuance of, a use of public way permit for driveways shall be

under the direction and supervision of the commissioner efffiffiiffi, and the location and

construction of the same shall be in accordance with the plans and specifications as approved by

said the commissioner.

l0-20-405 Use of public way permit required.
No person shall hereafter establísh òr maintain any driveway over, across or upon any

public sidewalk or public parkway without first obtaining a use of public way permit from the
co m m is s i o ner oÉh1€rpøtation a s herei naft er p rovided.

10-20410 Permit application - lnsurance required.
No use of public way permit for a driveway shall be issued until a written application therefor

has been made by the owner or, with the consent of the owner, a long-term leaseholder of the
property to which the proposed driveway is to be connected to the commissionerofffirspoÉatþn
and the certificate of insurance hereín provided for has been filed with said the commissioner. For

10-20415 Application - lnsurance - Notice - Appeal.
(a) Application in writing for a use of public way permit for a driveway shall be made to

the commissioner of*ansp,effiion on forms prescribed by said the commissioner, and shall
contain the name and address of the owner or leaseholder making the application, the use of the
property with which the proposed driveway is to be connected, including a description of the type
of business activity to be performed on the property, and whether in the building thereof it will be

necessary to cut down or atter the street curb or elevate or depress the existing grade of sidewalks
or parkways, and a sketch showing the proposed location and dimensions of such driveway, the
location of adjacent streets and alleys and any other driveways connected with the property. An
application shallbe approved and a permit issued only upon a determination of the commissioner
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e++anseortatisn, upon consultation with the following departments, that the driveway will not (1)

create ündue safeiy hazards in the use of the stieet, parkway or sidewalk by vehicular or

pedestrian traffic, noi (Z) impede the safe and efficient flow of traffic upon the streets and sidewalks

äO¡oining the properly tór wn¡cn the driveway is proposed, and.upon his or her delermination that

thé existìng ano þroposed use of the property tó bé connected by said driveway is in all respects

in confo¡iity wìtn'existing traffic, iori¡ng'and building ordinances. The commissioner of

trañspofrrtiá shall refer apf,lications (1 ) to t-he zoning adrninistrator for review and advice as to the

zoning and building aspeciË incident to'such determination, and (2) to the commissioner of water

r"n"!"*"nt tor rev¡ew and advice as to the drainage structure, manhole and ser¡¡er aspects, and

nydrañt and water control valve aspects incident lo such determination. ln the event that the

cónstruction of the driveway will require the city to incur costs in making modifications to' over, or

under the public way, the aiplicant st'taU Oe provided with an estimate of such costs and no use of

pubt¡c way permit tói a Orivåway shall be iåsued until the applicant has first paid to the city the

amount of the estimate. ln the event that the city's cost to make such modifications is less than the

estimate, the amouni of the surplus shall be reiurned to the permittee. ln the event that the city's

cost to make such modifications is greater than the estimate, the commissioner e++ranseomien

is authorized to assess the permittee for the amount of the deficiency.
(b) plans and ipecifications of such driveway, .in accordance with standard

specificàtions established by the commissioner of-{rarrsPort'åtiffi, shall be submitted to the

commissionerofrffiíon--andshallbeaccompaniedbyproof.ofinsuranceagainstany
liability, loss or claim arising out of the issuance of the permit, or out of the permitted disturbance

of the public way or part thäreof. Such insurance shalí be issued by an insurer.authorized to do

business in lllinois, shall name the city, its officers, employees and agents as additional insured and

shall be in an amount no less than $250,000'00 per occurrence for a Class A use of public way

pérmit (as defined in Section 1O-2042O), and in an-amount no less than $1,000,000.00 per

ä".rrr"àceforaClassBuseof publicwayþermit(asdefinedinSection 10'20420)'Theinsurance
policy shall be kept in force thräughout thð life of said permit, and if at any time during the life of

said permit said ínsurance shall not Oe in fullforce, then the authority and privileges.herein granted

shall thereupon cease. With respect to a Class B use of public way permit (as defined in Section
,1O-ZO-1ZO¡, the insurance polìcy shall provide for written notice to the commissioner ef

tr6"p",+rii."within 30 days bf any lapse, ðancellation or change in coverage. The commissioner

#oninhisorñerdiscietionmayrequire,insteadofsuchinSurance,anyalternative
form of indemnity, protection or security that'he oi she deems necessary to accomplish the above-

described purposes.

(Omitted text is not affected by this ordínance)

(d) prior to issuing a use of public way permit for a driveway, the commissioner of

trânsedtation shall give 20 ðays written notice oi tne proposed issuance of the permit to the

alderman of the *ard'in which the proposed driveway is to be located and no permit shall be valid

unless such notice is delivered; þroü¡0"0, howevei, that the affidavit of the commissioner of

1¡"*prtrt+* showing delivery of such noiice to such alderman in person or by.mailing to such

address as the aldermän may have filed with the city clerk, shall be conclusive evidence of delivery

of such notice.
lf the commiss¡onerofffan3p64€tiûff shall refuse to grant a driveway permit, the applicant

may appeal to the mayor. Such apþeal shall be made withln 20 days after the cornmissíoner of

tá*päi"fi* sends written notice of such refusal to the applicant, upon written notice by the

applicant, the commissioner €f-trânse'ottåtio{l shall transmit to the mayor the application and all

other relevant papers and data. The mayor may then approve the application and issue such permit
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only íf he makes the determination hereinbefore provided for the issuance of such driveway permit'

A final administrative decision of the mayor hereunder shall be subject to judicíal review as provided

by law.
(e) The commissioner of-ffiatisn is hereby authorized and directed to refuse

applicatìons for driveway permits in all cases where frontage consents are requÍred until such time

ai'proof is made of tneiiiing of saíd frontage consents with the zoning administrator.

10-20420 Permit classes and fees.
(a) permit classes and fees forthe establishment and maintenance of driveways under

this article shall be as follows:

Permit Class
(1) Class A

O Residential - not to exceed 4
units

Fee Per DrivewaY

a one-time fee of $10.00
(2) Class B

Í) driveways up to 25 feet wide an annualfee of $100'00

Cj) driveways oreaterthan 25 feet
wide and less than 50 feet
wide an annual fee of $120.00

íD driveways greater than or
eoualto 50 feet wide and less
tnan eO ieet wide an annÚalfee of $175'00

CÐ driveways greater than or
equal to 80 feet wide and less
ttrar¡ t zo teet rviae an annual fee of $235'00

(v) drivewavs qreater than or
equq] to 120 feet wide and
less than 2OO feet wide an annual fee of $335'00

gD drivewavs-greater than or
equal to 200 feet wide and
less than SOO feet w¡Oe an annualfee of $635'00

(vii) drivewa@
feet wide an annual fee of $2'000'00

efr25.ffi
provided that any place used exclusively for charitable, educational or religious purposes

shall, after payment of th'e first year's permit fee, Ue exempt from payment of the annual permit fee

thereafter.
For purposes of thís subsection, the width of a driveway shall be measured at its widest

point.
(b) The permit fee for each driveway within the Central Business District, as that area

is defined in Section 94-Ol0 of the Code, snâtt Oe twice the amount set forth in subsection (a)

above; provided that Claês A permits and any place used exclusively for charitable, educational or

religioui purposes shall be exempt from the provisions of this subsection.- til For all Class A and Class B permits, a new permit fee shall be paid by the owner or

long-term'leaseholder upon any change oi ownership or leaseholder in the property serviced by
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the driveway.

(Ð
orovided by rules and regulatlons promulqated bv the director.

10-20426 Plans and specifications.
No use of public way permit shall be issued for any driveway until plans indicating the

location, configuraiion and äpecifications therefor and the use of the property with which the

proposed driveivay is to be connected, including a descríption of the type of business activity to be

ðon'Oucted on thé property, have been submitted to and approved by the commissioner of

ffiign,who.mayreÍersaidplansandspecificationstootherappropriatedepartmentsfor
review and advice. No alteration oi change from the terms of said permit, including any change

in the use of or type of business activity conducted on the property to which.the driveway is

connected, and, wiih respect to a Class B permit, any change in ownership, shall be made without

the wriüen consent thereto of said the commissioner-

10-20430 Commercial driveway permits'

(Omitted text is not affected by this ordinance)

b. This physical barrier must be erected within 60 days after issuance of a permit and

shall either be steel guardrail constructed in compliance with this Code or other barrier (except

wheel stops) approved by the commissioner of-transpsÉatisn.

10-20-440 Construction.
Where driveways are to be built across the sidewalk spaces, unless otherwise expressly

authorized they shall óonform to the sidewalk grade. Such driveways shall be constructed of

concrete eíght inches in depth and shall otherwise comply with applicable regulations' Provided,

however, that in the case of driveways across viaduct sidewalks or existing residential asphalt

driveways. variations of construction ãnd materials to conform to existing condition may be made

when approved by the commissioner

(Omitted fexf is not affected by this ordinance)

10-20442 Driveways rendered unusable - Removal and restoration.
(a) No peison shall maintain any dríveway over, across or upon any public sidewalk or

public parf*"y íf the property to which tire driveway is connected has a permanent banier,

includíng, but ñot limiteb to, a ience, wall, building or landscaping which prevents the ingress and

egress õf vehicles to the property from the driveway. A use of public way permit issued for a

diiveway maintained in viotátlon of this section may be revoked by the commissioner of
transgo*atiott.' (b) (1) lf a business served by a commercial driveway ceases operation and there

is no business activity conducted at that location, the owner of the property to which the driveway

is attached or the grantee of a public way permit for the driveway shall, at hís own expense, erect,

within ten days of ðessation of ihe business, a barrier across the driveway to prevent access to the
property.ThédesignofthebarrÌershallbeapprovedbythecommiss¡onerofffiion'lfthe
bessatiän of the business activity continues for a period of 180 consecutive days, the owner or
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grantee shall, at his expense, remove the driveway and restore the sidewalk, parkway, curbs,

!ufters, and any trees and landscaping required by the provisions of this Code; provided that the

ðommissionerffiatiffimaywaivethisrequirementforthefollowingreaSonS:
tnl the pioperty to which the driveway is attached is eith_er (l) under a

contract for sale and the sale will be completed within a reasonable time period, or (ii) the property

is for sale and is actively being marketed; and

tÉl ihe owner of the property has erected a barrier across the driveway

pursuant to the provisions of this subsection.' (2) The owner of the property or the grantee of a public way permit subject to

the provisions of subsection (b)(1) of this section shall, at his own expense, erect, within ten days

of cessation of the business, a barrier to prevent alley access notwithstanding any contrary

provision of any other ordinance. The design of the barrier shall be approved by the commissioner

o+{faffiion.
(c) Wheneverthe commissioneroftranspoÉationdetermines thatthe property towhich

a driveway is attached has been physically rendered unusable as a driveway ín violation of thís

section, the commissioner may ordei the driveway removed and the sidewalk and public parkway

space where the driveway is ìocated restored to its proper condition so that the portion of the

sidewalk and public parkway space used for the driveway shall be safe for public travel and in the

same condition as the remaíning portion of the sidewalk and public parkway space. The provisions

of this section shall not apply to driveways attached to residential dwellings of three units or less.

(Omîtted fexf r.s not affected by this ordlnance)

10-20-445 Permits - Revocation.
Use of public way permits required for driveways by this chapter shall contain conditions

as follows:
Said permit may be revoked by the mayor, or by an order passed by the city council and

signed by the mayor, ai any time without the consent of the grantee, in which case the authority

añO privlt-eges granted shalithereupon cease and terminate; upon the termination by revocation,

expiiation ór otherwise of the authority, rights and privileges granted by said permit, the driveway

therein authorized shall be removed and the sidewalk and/or public parkway space where the same

shall have been located shall be restored to its proper condition to the satisfaction of the

commissionerofffipofrâtþ¡1, so thatthe said portion of the said sidewalk and/or public parkway

space used for said driveway shall be safe for public travel and in the same condition as the

remaining portion of said sidewalk and/or public parkway space; provided, that in the event of the

failure, néltect or refusal on the part of said grantee or the owner of the property to which the

driveway iõ afiached to remove said driveway when directed so to do, the city may proceed to

removeiame. The grantee and the owner of the property to which the driveway is attached shall

be jointly and severally liable for the costs of the removal and restoration.' 
Such permits may be revoked by the commissioner of-ffiation for failure or neglect

to comply with the provisions of this chapter.

SECTION lt. Chapter 10-20 of the Municipal Code of Chicago is hereby amended by

repealing Section 10-20-447 .

SECTION ll!. This ordinance shalltake effect upon passage and approval'
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