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Extra News
January 10,2008

City Clerk Miguel del Valle Wams Travelers to Apply Early for U.S. Passport
Avoid long delays and travel disruptions

City Clerk MigueldelValle reminds traveling Chicago residents that the City
Clerk's office is an official U.S. Passport Acceptance Agency and to apply early
for a passport to avoid long delays.

According to the Chicago Tribune, 76 percent of U.S. citizens do not have
passports. City Clerk del Valle's office anticipates an increase in passport
issuance with the U.S. Department of State implementation of the Western
Hemisphere Travel lnitiative WHTI) requirements for land and sea travel.

According to the U.S. Department of State, the WHTI requirements for land and
sea travel are to be implemented in the summer of 2008. The proposed rules
require most U.S. citizens entering the United States at sea or land ports to
present a valid passport.

"Residents planning to travel intemationally need to apply for their passport early
in order to avoid long delays and possible travel disruptions," stated City Clerk
del Valle. He also noted that a U.S. passport is valid for 10 years. (For those 15
or younger it is valid for five years.)

When the \A/HTI requirements for air travel between the United States and
Canada, Mexico, Central and South America were implemented last January,
many travelers discovered long lines and delays in passport processing.

The backlog created passport processing times that doubled taking up to 12
weeks to receive a passport. These delays caused many people to experience
travel interruptions and forced some to canceltrips.

To apply for a U.S. passport for the first time, each applicant must appear in
person at an official passport acceptance facility with proof of U.S. citizenship,
two passport specific photos and a valid form of photo identification such as a
drive/s license. U.S. passport services are available at the following City Clerk
del Valle office locations:

City Clerk del Valle's Office

City Hall



121 N. LaSalle St.. Room 107

(312) 744-2O2O

Monday-Friday, I a.m. - 4 p.m.

City Clerk del Valle

Satellite Offices

5301 S. CiceroAve., Phone: (312)745-1100

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: I a.m. to 4 p.m.; Wednesday: I a.m. to 5
p.m.

5430 W. Gale St., Phone: (312)742-5318

Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Passport fees:

Regular Processing (6 weeks)

Adults ages 16 and older: $67

Children (under 16): $52

Expedited Processing (3-4 weeks)

Adults ages 16 and older: $127

Children (under 16): $112

The passport fee must be in the form of a money order or check made payable to
the U.S. Department of State. There is a separate $30 execution fee that can be
paid in cash, check or money order payable to the City Clerk. For more
information about accepted forms of lD, passport photo requirements and a link
to the passport section of the U.S. Department of State's Web site please visit
City Clerk del Valle's Web site at www.chicityclerk.com.


